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Local eelgrass as vital
as tropical rainforests

r I Yo the everyday person it just looks
like a patch of limp green grass
exposed at low tide. But to marine

conservationist Nikk: Wright, an eclgrass

meadow provides a food web so
complex that it rivals the world's richest
tropical rainforests.

“Qur native cclgrass (Zostera
marina) provides food and protectionto
all five species of juvenile salmon, young
herring, nudibranchs, anemoncs,
jellyfish, clams, scallops, cockles,
shrimp, several species of crabs, sca
stars, moon snails and sand dollars.”
explained Wright at a public presentation
in Chemainus in November.

I'hese species, in turn, are important
prey for herons, ducks and geese as well
as fish and birds.

“Pacific herring roe is spawned
directly on eclgrass in the spring and is
central to the marine food web. [t is an
important part of the dicts of migrating
scabirds, grey whales, and inverte-
brates."”

Eclgrass carned the name “marine
highway" since 80 per cent of commer-
cially important fish and shellfish use
celgrass at some stage of their life. In
fact, eclgrass is protected by law, under
the Federal Fisheries Act, duc to its high
value to fisheries.

Even dead cclgrass provides life.
The shed leaves become part of a chain
of consumers in the open ocean living as
far as 10,000 meters deep.

The extensive root system of the

plants helps stabilize scdiments and
prevent crosion all along the BC
coastline.

T'he rhizomes (underground stems)
arc highly nutritious and many First
Nations usc eclgrass for food and cere-
monial purposes.

Not surprisingly, damage to celgrass
can affect an entire ccosystem as well as
the stability of our shorelines.

Damage happens from overgrazing
by sea urchins and Canada Geese.

« Continued on Page 24

Chemainug Christmas Carol Ship

Tickets are limbed and con be porchased af:
Cremainus Chamber of Commerce.
Ouamainus Foods. Cremainus 491h Puseliel

Saturday, December 8th, 2007 - 6 p.m. Boarding
Participants will be treated to Complimentary Hot Chocolate,
Waich for a special guest appearance (ho ho ho), song
sheets, performance from the Victoria Phil Harmonic Choir
who will be leading us in song. Goodies are donated and will

be available for purchase and there will be
donation boxes for Good Cheer as well.

Tickets $7 Adults & $5 Kids under 10
Details Call: 246-4973 or 246-3947.
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~BCFerries

(All proceeds going 1o local Horvest House Food Bank)

“or calllus’a

46-11389emaillbob
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Chemainus Senior Centre

would like to invite you all to come and
Dance with Us!

Saturday, December 8th - 8 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
Back by Popular Demand

DANCE TO MUSIC OF THE ESQUIRES
New Year’s Eve
Come and dance to the music of
DAN AND MARK
We always have a great time!

Priced for
Christinas!
DELL

INSPIRON
1501

Includes

Anti-virus AVG, Spybot & Ad Aware,
Open Office

(replaces Word, Excel, Powerpoint etc.)
4 USB 2.0 Ports Compliant

4 pin connectors

Video - 15 pin monitor connector
3-in-1 removable memory card reader
15.4 inch wide screen XGA Display

1 GB DDR2 SDRAM at 533 Mhz, 2 Dimm

80GB Hard Drive 95
$ , 49. plus tax

COmputers @ Chemainus

Mark Ganderton Christina Wachs

709-0356

INCOME TAX
PREPARATION

$44es

Was $799.95

416-5053

9736 Chemainus Road + Chemainus, BC

Realtors’Websites a Specialtyi- Powerfdl, Easy-to-Use &iin

Unlimited email accounts, blogs, forums, subdomains,
mail-lists, shopping carts. Nightly backups
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Developers will be required to pay attention to eelgrass

+ Continued from Page 17

But cven more significant are
p 10n and chemical ¢ ination
from fertilizers, pesticides and houschold
hazardous wastes, runoff from streets
and roads, oil spills, logging, and indus-
trial activitics such as dredging and
filling in the construction of harbors and
ports.

Intensive aquaculture such as
goeduck inter-tidal harvesting is partic-
ularly harmful and incompatible with
celgrass habitat.

The importance of local eclgrass
habitat was raised during initial planning
for the Chemainus Marina/Quay devel-
opment. Because an eelgrass bed was
located in the area, DFO policy required
that a biologist be hired to survey and
map the arca. The design of the proposed
development was modified to minimize
the impact to eclgrass.

“If the project 1s approved. any loss
of eclgrass will be dforata
2:1 ratio,” Wright said. “The developer
will also be required to have the eclgrass
surveyed after the development is
completed to determine whether the
actual loss was the same as the predicted
loss. If the actual loss is greater then addi-
tional p ion by transplanting
will be required.”

Wright's key message for
Chemainus? “Eclgrass serves as a vital
marine protected area for many species

{

NIKKI WRIGHT

of birds, fish and marine animals. We are
impacting them because thesc habitats
are close to our shores. We need to locate
them using community mapping
projects, and protect their value to us and
the marine world.”

Nikkt Wright of Brentwood Bay s
co-chair of the BC-wide Scagrass
Conservation Working Group
(www. ichip be caleclgrassi
ndex_html) and heads the Scachange
Marine Conservation Saociety
(http://www.scachangelife.net/).

Wright's talk was part of the
Chemainus Biodiversity FEducation
Project.

(hatp:iivww polisproject org/projecisibio
diversityeducation)
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Penelakut Dinner & Dance

Saturday, December 8, 2007
Chemainus Legion Hall

Doors open at 5 p.m.
Dinnerwill be served at 6 p.m.
Dancing will begin after dinner and
® will be open'to Midnight or 1 a.m.
if people want to.dance longer.
Tickets $25.00 per persan

Please bring your cheque books or cashto partticipate with the
silent Auction. Proceeds are going fowards the
Penclakut Longhouse and Community Kitchen Hall,

We need your support, please come and join us for
Christmas Cheer!

Please call 246-2321 or 246-3693 for morg information,

CHIEF LISA SHAVER & COUNCIL
INVITE YOU TO THIS
FUNDRAISER EVENT FOR THEIR
COMMUNITY. ITWOULD Bt
MOST APPRECIATED IF YOU
COULD COME WITH YOUR
FRIEND OR PARTNER AND
HELP SUPPORT US BY JOINING
US AT THIS DINNER AND
DANCE. IT WOULD BE FUN TO
MEET OUR NEIGHBOURS!
HYCH'KA SIEM!

MUST BE 19 YEARS OLD OR OVER.

Joan, Naley, Berry, Bavla
& Elien wish vou all a
Hicrru Chnsomas and a

Tappe New Pear:

New arrivals from Europe! Gifts for that Special Person




